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From New York to Bethesda



NIAID Laboratory of Clinical 
Investigation, 1969





     September 21, 1978

■ “Even with my great personal loyalties to infectious disease, I cannot 
conceive a need for 309 more infectious-disease experts unless they 
spend their time culturing each other….”

A Future for Infectious Disease Experts? 





Source: AS Fauci, NEJM 12/1/2022.







Seven U.S. Presidencies and HIV/AIDS



AIDS During the Reagan Administration, 
1981-1989

■ Public reticence and 
stigma towards AIDS

■ Failure to use the “Bully 
Pulpit” of the Presidency 
to address AIDS

■ Much activity behind the 
scenes 









Dark Days in AIDS Clinical Medicine 









1984: Appointment as NIAID Director



1st Congressional 
Testimony (AIDS)
March 1985

~275th Congressional 
Testimony (Mpox)
September 2022



Early NIH AIDS Programmatic Highlights

■ 1981   First AIDS patients seen at NIH Clinical Center
■ 1983   Projet SIDA in Zaire; Haiti
■ 1983   Multicenter AIDS Cohort Study
■ 1986   AIDS Program established -- became DAIDS
■ 1986   AIDS Treatment Evaluation Units – became ACTG
■ 1986   Centers for AIDS Research (CFARs)
■ 1987   AIDS Vaccine Evaluation Group
■ 1987   First AIDS vaccine clinical trial, at NIH 
■ 1988   Pediatric AIDS Clinical Trials Units
■ 1988   Women and Infants Transmission Study







September 1985: President Reagan 
Mentions AIDS Publicly for the First Time



Reagan Makes His First Public Speech 
About  AIDS, at Request of Elizabeth 
Taylor -- May 1987



Visit to NIH, July 23, 1987



Reagan Establishes National 
Commission on AIDS – July 24, 1987



Birth of AIDS Activism 

New York, 1982 San Francisco, 1984 

New York, 1987





Demonstrators and Police on Wall Street, 
March 24, 1987





Protest at FDA, October 11, 1988





AIDS During the George H.W. Bush 
Administration, 1989-1993

■ Funding growth
■ Treatment progress
■ Increased 

understanding of 
HIV pathogenesis

■ Impact of AIDS 
activism







New Insights into HIV Pathogenesis 
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Meeting with ACT-UP Members at NYC 
LGBT Center, October 1989

Photo credit: Tracy Litt



Storm the NIH, May 21,1990 



Peter Staley of ACT UP







AIDS During the Clinton 
Administration,1993-2001

■ ART to Prevent 
Mother-to-Child 
Transmission

■ Advent of 
Combination ART

■ NIH Vaccine 
Research Center











The Transformative Impact of ART 











































PEPFAR Supports Programs in > 50 
Countries

■ Total PEPFAR Funding:  > $110 Billion





AIDS During the Obama Administration, 
2009-2017

■ Lifting of Travel and 
Immigration Ban

■ Treatment as 
Prevention (U=U) and 
PrEP Come of Age 



■ Because of the restriction, no major international 
conference on the AIDS epidemic has been held in the 
United States since 1990. Public health officials here 
have long said there was no scientific or medical basis 
for the ban. 

October 30, 2009



Transformational HIV Interventions 







AIDS During the Trump Administration, 
2017-2021 

■ Ending the HIV 
Epidemic Initiative









AIDS During the Biden Administration, 
2021-Present 

■ Bolstering efforts to 
fight HIV at home and 
abroad

■ Augmenting the HIV 
treatment and 
prevention toolkits


















