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April 30, 2021

President Joseph R. Biden
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Biden:

We are public health faculty, administrators, students and practitioners moved to action by the urgent need for the
United States to support the temporary waiver of some Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS)
rules proposed by India and South Africa at the World Trade Organization (WTO) during the COVID-19 emergency.
Despite widespread support for its adoption, the Trump Administration led opposition to the waiver and, with a handful
of other WTO signatories, blocked its adoption. We urge you to reverse this stance by supporting the swift adoption of
the temporary waiver and helping ensure all countries achieve access to sufficient vaccines to end the global pandemic
and restart the global economy.

The TRIPS waiver proposed by India and South Africa in October 2020 would temporarily lift certain intellectual property
barriers and permit countries to manufacture locally COVID-19 diagnostics, treatments, and vaccines. Allowing countries
to manufacture locally will speed access to vaccines and treatment, prevent unnecessary deaths, and facilitate a
stronger, faster economic recovery. As public health experts, we know this waiver is vital to ensuring sufficient volume
of and equitable access to COVID-19 vaccines and therapeutics around the world, which is why the waiver is supported
by more than 100 nations. The TRIPS waiver is also essential to ensure all global economies, including the United States’
economy, can recover from the pandemic and thrive. Until vaccines, testing, and treatments are accessible to everyone
everywhere we risk recurring new variants, drug resistance, and greater loss of life and suffering at home and globally.
Regardless of our vaccination efforts here in the U.S., we cannot successfully combat COVID-19 without supporting the
efforts of other countries in our collective fight against this virus. Unless countries cooperate and share medical
technology to speed production, there simply will not be sufficient supply of vaccines, diagnostics, and treatments for
many countries — particularly developing countries — to manage COVID-19. Many countries may not have access to
widespread COVID-19 vaccination until as late as 2024.

Supporting the TRIPS waiver will help us all by providing a pathway for all countries to undertake mass vaccination
campaigns simultaneously. This cannot be achieved through the current flexibilities included in TRIPS, which would
require each WTO member country to negotiate compulsory licenses for each patent or other protection applying to
each individual product. Instead we have seen countries worldwide in competition for limited supplies, driving
monopoly prices that further reduce access for lower and middle income countries, as we have seen with reports of
South Africa paying more than double the price paid by the European Union for the AstraZeneca vaccine. As we learned
with HIV, keeping people alive must be prioritized over patent protection.

The COVID-19 Vaccines Global Access (COVAX) initiative or other initiatives to expand access to COVID-19 vaccines and
treatments are insufficient. Even if COVAX could obtain its target of 2 billion vaccines does by the end of 2021, that
amount would cover doses for just 20 percent of the populations of all participating countries and would not include
treatments and testing supplies.

This temporary, targeted TRIPS waiver is essential to eliminating restrictions that currently prevent countries from
manufacturing COVID-19 treatments, vaccines, and testing supplies. It would allow countries and manufacturers to
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directly access and share technologies to produce vaccines and therapeutics without causing trade sanctions or

international disputes.

Your Administration has the opportunity to reverse the damage done by the Trump Administration to the United States’
global reputation and restore its reputation as a public health leader on the world stage. To bring the pandemic to its
quickest end and save the lives of Americans and people around the world, we ask that you prioritize people over
pharmaceutical company profits by reversing the Trump position and announcing U.S. support for the WTO TRIPS

waiver.
Sincerely,

Terry McGovern, JD

Harriett and Robert H. Heilbrunn Professor and Chair,
Heilbrunn Department of Population and Family Health
Director, Global Health Justice and Governance Program
Columbia University Mailman School of Public Health

Oxiris Barbot, MD

Adjunct Assistant Professor, Heilbrunn Department of
Population and Family Health, Mailman School of Public
Health, Columbia University

Former Commissioner, New York City Department of
Health and Mental Hygiene

Kandi White, MS
Native Energy & Climate Campaign Coordinator
Indigenous Environmental Network

Sibongile Ndashe
Executive Director
Initiative for Strategic Litigation in Africa

Debora Diniz, PhD
Brown University

Lourdes Rivera, JD
Senior Vice President, U.S. Programs
Center for Reproductive Rights

Chelsea Clinton, DPhil, MPH

Global Health Justice and Governance Program
Cooperating Faculty

Adjunct Assistant Professor, Department of Health Policy
and Management

Columbia University Mailman School of Public Health

Linda P. Fried, MD, MPH
Dean
Columbia University Mailman School of Public Health

Geeta Misra
Executive Director
CREA

Giselle Carino, MPA
International Planned Parenthood Federation Western
Hemisphere Region (IPPFWHR)

Carmen Barroso, PhD

Former Director of International Planned Parenthood
Federation WHR

Consultant to WHO

Wafaa El-Sadr, MD, MPH, MPA
Professor of Epidemiology and Medicine
Columbia University
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Allan Rosenfield Associate Professor of Forced Migration
and Health

Heilbrunn Department of Population and Family Health
Columbia University Mailman School of Public Health

Serra Sippel, MA
President
CHANGE (Center for Health and Gender Equity)

Joanne Csete, PhD, MPH

Associate Professor

Heilbrunn Department of Population and Family Health
Columbia University Mailman School of Public Health

Sara Casey, DrPH

Assistant Professor

Heilbrunn Department of Population and Family Health
Columbia University Mailman School of Public Health

Malia Maier, MPH

Senior Program Officer

Global Health Justice and Governance Program
Columbia University Mailman School of Public Health

Latanya Mapp Frett
CEO and President
Global Fund for Women

lyabo Obasanjo
Assistant Professor
College of William and Mary

Esther Spindler
Doctoral Student
Columbia University
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Clarisa Bencomo, MA

Associate Director

Global Health Justice and Governance Program
Columbia University Mailman School of Public Health

Wendy Chavkin, MD, MPH

Professor of Population and Family Health and Obstetrics-
Gynecology

Columbia University Mailman School of Public Health

Neetu John, PhD

Assistant Professor

Heilbrunn Department of Population and Family Health
Columbia University Mailman School of Public Health

Emily Maistrellis, MSc.

Senior Program Officer

Global Health Justice and Governance Program
Columbia University Mailman School of Public Health

Samantha Garbers
Associate Professor
Columbia University Mailman School of Public Health

Kelly Blanchard
President
Ibis Reproductive Health

Megan Christofield
Project Director
Independent

Teresa Borges
Senior Program Manager
Columbia Global Centers
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Special Lecturer
Columbia University Mailman School of Public Health

Dhruvi Chauhan
Graduate Teaching Assistant
Columbia University Mailman School of Public Health

Micaela Martinez
Assistant Professor
Columbia University

Kenneth Obani
Laboratory Technologist
IHC Isolation and Treatment Center

Ling San Lau, MBBS, MPH

Senior Program Officer

Care and Protection of Children (CPC) Learning Network
Mailman School of Public Health, Columbia University

Jessica LaHote, MPH
Columbia University Mailman School of Public Health

Rachel T. Moresky

Associate Professor of Population and Family Health and
Emergency Medicine

Columbia University

Roojin Habibi
Fellow
Canadian International Council

Memory Kachambwa

Executive Director

FEMNET- African Women's Development and
Communication Network
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Goleen Samari, PhD, MPH, MA

Assistant Professor

Heilbrunn Department of Population and Family Health
Columbia University Mailman School of Public Health

Carrie Ripkey
Assistant Program Coordinator
Emory University

Lesley Krien
MPH Student
Columbia University

Ana Jimenez-Bautista
Director of Field Practice
Columbia University Mailman School of Public Health

Noemi Masliah
Partner
The Masliah Firm PC

Margaret Kramer, MSc
Columbia University Mailman School of Public Health

Nereyda Gonzalez
Columbia University Mailman School of Public Health

Irene Castillo
Presidenta
GES Asociacion Civil

Cornelia Kammerer, PhD, MPH
Senior Lecturer
Heller School, Brandeis University
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Mikal Finkelstein
DrPH candidate/Physician
Columbia University Mailman School of Public Health

Henry Kebabe
University of Nairobi

Abigael Mullens
Student
Purdue University

Thomas K. Kisimbi
Senior Advisor
Ministry of Health, Kenya

Barbara B Crane

Amanda Warnock, MPH
Columbia University Mailman School of Public Health

Dana Watnick
Director of Behavioral Research
Einstein-Rockefeller-CUNY Center for AIDS Research

Debra Kalmuss Professor, Emerita
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Nancy Krieger, PhD
Professor of Social Epidemiology
Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health

Craig Spencer, MD, MPH
Director of Global Health in Emergency Medicine
Columbia University Medical Center

Samantha Winter
Assistant Professor
Columbia University

Amanda Yang
Columbia Law School

Helen de Pinho
Assistant Professor of Public Health
Columbia University

Sreeparna Chattopadhyay, PhD
Medical Anthropologist
Independent Researcher

Kelli Hall
Associate Professor
Columbia University

Rudelmar Bueno de Faria
General Secretary
ACT Alliance

Rabbi Sharon Kleinbaum
Senior Rabbi
Congregation Beit Simchat Torah
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YWCA Cortland NY

Ushma Upadhyay, PhD, MPH
Associate Professor
University of California, San Francisco

Stephanie Grilo, PhD
Assistant Professor
Columbia University Mailman School of Public Health

Wanda Garcia

Project Officer

Department of Population and Family Health
Columbia University

Sofia Gruskin

Professor and Director

Institute on Inequalities in Global Health, University of
Southern California

Lynn Collins, MD, PhD, MPH
Adjunct Assistant Professor
Columbia University Mailman School of Public Health

Beverly Winikoff
Clinical Professor of Population and Family Health,

Heilbrunn Department of Population and Family Health,

Mailman School of Public Health, Columbia University
President, Gynuity Health Projects

Bergen Cooper
Director of Policy Research
CHANGE
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Dr. Kakha Nadiradze
President
AFRD Georgia

Adolf
Regional Policy & Advocacy Specialist
SAfAIDS

Constance A. Nathanson
Professor Emerita
Columbia University Mailman School of Public Health

Susana T. Fried
Director, Global Programs
CREA

Maya Blum
Project Director
University of California, San Francisco

Cynthia Rothschild
Director, Kahane United Nations Program
Occidental College

Elizabeth Jackson
Associate Research Scientist
Columbia University

Caitlin Warthin
Senior Program Officer
Columbia University Mailman School of Public Health
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CEO
Global Network of Women Peacebuilders

Bonginkosi Buthelezi
Medical Manager
St. Mary's Hospital Mariannhill

Jaime Todd-Gher, JD, LL.M

Fellow

Faculty of Law

Reproductive and Sexual Health Law Program
University of Toronto

Gita Sen
Professor
Public Health Foundation of India

Clea Sarnquist
Clinical Associated Professor
Stanford University School of Medicine

Rahel Beigel
Policy and Advocacy Advisor - Independent Consultant

Reana Thomas
FHI 360

Neil Friedman
Retired faculty
Queens College

Jamie Manson
President
Catholics for Choice
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Catherine Harrington
Associate Director
Women's Refugee Commission

Philip Kreniske

Assistant Professor

Columbia University and The New York State Psychiatric
Institute

Lyndsey Kovacich

MPH Candidate

Heilbrunn Department of Population and Family Health
Columbia University Mailman School of Public Health

Sarah Jane Holcombe
Senior Learning Advisor
Johns Hopkins School of Public Health

Julia Rennert
MPH Student
Columbia University Mailman School of Public Health

Skye Beare, MIA

Senior Program Officer, Rights & Justice

International Planned Parenthood Federation Western
Hemisphere Region (IPPFWHR)

Chelsea Kolff, MPH
Columbia University Mailman School of Public Health

Traci L. Baird, MPH
President and CEO
EngenderHealth

Rachel Sullivan Robinson
Associate Professor
American University
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Independent Consultant

Janis Alton
Past Co-Chair
Canadian Voice of Women for Peace

Judith Diers, Ph.D.
International Programs
Ford Foundation

Krishanti Dharmaraj
Executive Director
Center for Women's Global Leadership

Claire Greene
Postdoctoral Research Scientist
Columbia University Mailman School of Public Health

Alvaro Bermejo
Director General
IPPF

Frederick Mubiru
Technical Advisor
FHI 360

Melvine Ouyo
RH Consultant
Population Connection

Marie Brault, PhD
Associate Research Scientist
Yale School of Public Health
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Kesinee Dulyarat

Main Representative to the UN

Pan Pacific and South East Asia Women’s Association
(PPSEAWA)

Esther Loh
Columbia Law School

Elizabeth Knippler
UNC Gillings School of Public Health

Alexanne Neff
Columbia University Mailman School of Public Health

Connie Budaci
Graduate Student
Columbia University

Kenneth Juma
African Population and Health Research Center

Geetanjali Misra
Executive Director
CREA

Suchi Bansal
Senior Health Research Specialist
Ci3 at the University of Chicago

Sabrina Artel
Story Producer
The Laura Flanders Show
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Payal Shah Christine Sow

Independent Human Rights Lawyer

Lauren Rutherford
Graduate student

Columbia University Mailman School of Public Health

Genevieve Musokwa
CEO
Nonkhululeko Nursing Agency

Anne Pfitzer

Kaylie Cordingley
Alumni
Columbia University

Eliana Rieders
MSF

Suzan Goodman, MD, MPH
Training Director
UCSF Bixby Center

Ashwin Vasan

CEO, Fountain House

Assistant Professor of Clinical Population Health &
Medicine, Columbia University

Sabeen Rokerya
Graduate Student
Columbia University

President & CEO
Humentum

Shelah S Bloom

Adjunct Associate Professor

Gillings School of Global Public Health, University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill

Sarah Wulf
Senior Research Project Manager
University of California, San Francisco

Jocelyn Fifield
Research Specialist
Harvard University

Amy Johannesen
Principal
Johannesen Associates, P.C.

Cassie Landers
Assistant Professor
Columbia University Mailman School of Public Health

Anthony J. Santella
Associate Professor of Public Health
Hofstra University

Makini Chisolm-Straker, MD MPH
Associate Professor
Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai

Abdul Basit
Public Health student
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Senior Director
Gynuity Health Projects

Milo Sybrant
Senior Director, Marketing & Development
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Lilian Sepulveda
Executive Director
Global Doctors for Choice

Nabila Mella
International Cooperation Analyst
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Dominican Republic

Sara Torres
Researcher
Control Risks

Jide Sam
Isalu

Anukriti
Communications Associate
CREA

Lisa Lamont Adams
Gender and Disability Advisor
CREA
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Sara Tuzel
Columbia University, Mailman School of Public Health

Rachel Tao
MPH Candidate
Mailman School of Public Health, Columbia University

Carolina Posada
Senior Program Officer
IPPFWHR

John Seager
President
Population Connection

Althea Anderson
Program Officer
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation

Shuchi Purohit
Jindal Global Law School

Subha Wijesiriwardena
Program Manager
CREA

Susana Fried
Director, Global Programs
CREA

Sarah Lucas
Program Officer
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation
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Kimberly M. Brown
Human Rights and Rule of Law Expert

Aziza Ahmed
Professor of Law
Northeastern University School of Law

Kelly Thompson
Policy Analyst
Public Health Management Corporation

A. Potts
Columbia University

Danielle Z. Kassow, PhD
Senior Program Officer
Mailman School of Public Health, Columbia University

Dexter Gulick
Program Specialist
Pima County Health Department

Jennifer Toller Erausquin, PhD, MPH
Associate Professor
University of North Carolina Greensboro
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Lisa Hilmi
Executive Director
CORE Group

Taryn McGinn Valley

MD/PhD Candidate

University of Wisconsin School of Medicine and Public
Health

Candice M. Charles
Mailman School of Public Health, Columbia University

Elder Rev. Antionettea Etienne
Health Educator/Test Counselor
Iris House

Katie Wightman

Legal and Program Director, Prevention Project

NYU School of Law, Center for Human Rights & Global
Justice

Nicoline Nwenushi Wazeh
CEO

Pathways for Women's Empowerment and Development

(PaWED)

John Santelli, MD, MPH
Professor, Population and Family Health and Pediatrics
Columbia University

Sahar Moazami
UN Program Officer
OutRight Action International

Brinda Sivaramakrishnan
Professor and Program Chair of Community Health
Tacoma Community College

Institutional affiliations provided for identification purposes.



MAILMAN SCHOOL

Heilbrunn Departmentof @ COLUMBIA | MApman scroot

Population and Family Health

Mailman School of Public Health
Columbia University Irving Medical Center

Carine Kelleher
MPH Student
University of North Carolina Greensboro

Jennifer L. Thompson
Doctoral Student
The University of Texas Health Sciences
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Professor

Indiana University Fairbanks School of Public Health

Alexis Konja, MPH
Project Research Officer
Center for Global Health Innovation

Dr. Joseph Ciano
Emergency Medicine Attending Physician
Northwell Health

Quinn Duclos
Doctoral Candidate
University of North Carolina Greensboro

Michelle Orengo-McFarlane, MD
CCHS

Kagwiria Muturia
World Renew

Gauthami Penakalapati
UC Berkeley
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Allison N. Winnike, JD
President & Chief Executive Officer
The Immunization Partnership

Sarah Gutin
Post-doctoral fellow
UCSF

Deborah R. McFarlane
Professor
University of New Mexico

Nao Haba
Master Student
Columbia Mailman School of Public Health

GracieLee Weaver
UNCG Public Health Education

Sarah Peitzmeier
Assistant Professor
University of Michigan

Prabha Sivagananathan
Programme Manager
Consortium for Intersectional Justice

Tonieh A.Talery-Wiles
Founder/ CEO
Women Entrepreneurs and Environmental Links

Crystal Dixon
Assistant Professor
UNC Greensboro

Amanda E. Tanner, PhD, MPH
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Brianna Keefe-Oates
Doctoral student
Harvard School of Public Health

Tomi Lamikanra
Physician

M. Celeste Marin
Adjunct Professor
Drexel University

Robert M. Gould, MD
President
San Francisco Bay Physicians for Social Responsibility

Arti Varanasi
President & CEO
Advancing Synergy

Paul Freeman
Consultant
APHA

Elena Eva Reynaga

Secretaria ejecutiva y Coordinadora regional de la Alianza
Global contra el E&D

RedTraSex

Lauren Ward, MPH&TM
PhD Student
University of Michigan School of Public Health

Ann T. Behrmann MD
Pediatrician

Associate Professor
University of North Carolina Greensboro

Toni Cela
Post-Doctoral Research Associate
University of Miami

Olga Pulgar-Vidal, DDS, MSc, MPH
Catholic Charities

Daniel White, PhD
Masters in Public Health Student
School of Public Health, University at Albany

Dr. Munala
St. Catherine University

Jennifer Fricas, PhD, MPH, RN
Assistant Professor
Seattle University, College of Nursing

Surasya Guduru
University of North Carolina at Charlotte

Richard Skolnik
Former Director for Health, South Asia Region, World
Bank

Laura Hamilton
American Public Health Association

Louis Lin
University of Pennsylvania
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Retired Associate Professor

Former faculty of University of Massachusetts Medical
School

Joe Sarcone
Director of Environmental Public Health
Alaska Pacific University

Kiran Kamble
Graduate Assistant
University of Memphis

Haley Budigan
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health

Sally E Findley
Emeritus Professor
Mailman School of Public Health, Columbia University

Caroline Kabiru
Senior Research Scientist
African Population and Health Research Center

Laura Arntson, PhD., MPH

Secretary

American Public Health Association - International Health
Section

Jordan Stephens-Moseley
APHA

Towfika Sultana
Manager, Resource Development
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Executive Director
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Bassett Medical
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Technical Assistant for MEAL
ADRA International
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Director of Advocacy and Policy
International Women's Health Coalition

DeAnna Baumle
Center for Public Health Law Research, Temple University
Beasley School of Law

Sreeja Kondeti
MPH Candidate
Yale School of Public Health

Kimberley Devine

Thomas Shao
Yale School of Public Health

Holly Campbell
PhD Candidate
University of Regina

Perry Gottesfeld, MPH
Executive Director
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Piper Traywick
MPH Candidate
Boise State University

Robert Bank
President and CEO
American Jewish World Service
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PhD student, Social & Behavioral Sciences
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Coordinatrice
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Program Analyst
USAID Bureau for Global Health
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Medical Office Representative
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PhD student
Yale University
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ORISE Fellow
CDC
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Program director
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Associate Professor
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Senior Program Associate
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Yale University
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Student
Yale University
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Yale University
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Student
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Advocacy Manager
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Doctor of Public Health (DrPH) Student
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Columbia University Mailman School of Public Health
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Director
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CEO
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